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2.
MINISTERIAL   DECLARATION    OF    POLICY   IN REGARD TO THE RELATION OF THE AUSTRO-GERMAN ALLIANCE TO THE LEAGUE OF THE THREE EMPERORS.    1881.
MINISTERIAL DECLARATION.
With regard to the negotiations which are to take place between His Majesty the German Emperor, King of Prussia, His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, and His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias concerning an Agreement for the safeguarding of the defensive position of their States, and for the elucidation of the relation which will exist between the aforementioned Agreement, if it should be concluded, and the defensive Alliance which was signed at Vienna on October 7, 1879, and ratified on the 2ist day of the same month, between Their Majesties the German Emperor and His Apostolic Majesty, the Imperial German Government and the Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian Government have in this matter recorded the agreement of their conception and of their intention,
that the prospective Triple Agreement can under no circumstance prejudice their Treaty of Alliance of October 7, 1879; the latter, on the contrary, remains binding, as if the former did not exist, and shall be executed according to its contents and the intentions of the two treaty-making Powers;
that the Treaty of October 7, 1879, therefore continues to determine the relations of the two Powers without undergoing limitation or alteration in any point whatsoever through the prospective new Treaty with Russia.
In witness whereof the present Ministerial Declaration, which in accordance with the stipulation in Article IV of the Treaty
With the exception of the alternat, both Declarations are the same. The German Ministerial Declaration is printed here; the variations of the Austro-Hungarian Declaration are added in the notes.
2 In the Austro-Hungarian Declaration the order is reversed.